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THEN - 1972   

Phan Thi Kim Phuc  

At 9 years of age * 1972  

Unwilling 

To Be 

A Victim 
Originally Published as ñVietnam Victim  

Forgives Attackersò By Joseph Lopez* 

ñThe more I pray for my enemies 

the more forgiving I becomeò  

says Phan Thi Kim Phuc 

 

NOW - 2012  

Phan Thi Kim Phuc  

Now 49 years of age  

 

On June 8, 1972, a nine-year old 

girl, naked and crying because her 

body was burning with the 

chemical agent napalm, was 

caught on film running away from 

her burn ing village 25 miles west 

of Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh), 

South Vietnam. 

That girl was Phan Thi Kim Phuc, 

now 45. 

The photograph became an icon of 

the Vietnam War and was so 

powerful the image was etched in 

the minds of millions of people 

worldwide.  

Mrs. Phan Thi now tours the 

world, telling audiences about 

how she came to know God and 

how he healed her spiritually and 

helped her let go of her inner 

turmoil.  

Her message is one of forgiveness 

and reconciliation.  

Challenge caught up with Mrs . 

Phan Thi during her  visit to 

Auckland to hear her life story 

first -hand. 

She told of how ten years after the 

bombing incident, when she was 

studying medicine in Saigon on 

the other side of the world, a 

German photographer asked the 

Vietnamese embassy if he could 

interview th e girl in the famous 

photo. 

It took two years for the 

Vietnamese government to track 

the young student down.  

Once they found her, she was 

ordered to stop her studies and 

become a full-time on-call media 

subject for the foreign press. 

Mrs. Phan Thi says she became 

like a bird in a cage, always under 

government watch.  

With her plans for a medical 

career cut short, she felt hopeless. 

She tried committing suicide to 

end her hatred for everyone ɭ the 

pilot who dropped the bomb, the 

man who ordered her to stop her 

schooling, and the people whose 

job was to watch her. She hated 

ÏÌÙɯÖÞÕɯÓÐÍÌɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒÌËɯɁÞÏàɯÔÌȳɂɯ 

To occupy her spare time, Mrs. 

Phan Thi would spend days in the 

library. She would read religious 

books to find purpose and 

meaning in life. One day she read 

the Bible and found the book of 

John chapter 14, verse 6 

fascinating ɭ Ɂ(ɯÈÔɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÈÕËɯ

the truth Father except through 

ÔÌȭɂ 

This confused Mrs. Phan Thi who 

was raised in the CaoDai faith (a 

universal faith with the principle 

that all religions have one same 

divine origin).  

She believed in many gods, yet the 

Bible was saying Jesus was the 

only way.  

Desperate for answers, she went to 

a Christian cousin who invited her 

to church. 

On December 25, 1982, the pastor 

at a Saigon church asked his 

congregants about the meaning of 

"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚȭɯɁ(ÍɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÖ×ÌÕÚɯÏÐÚɯ

heart to receive Jesus Christ and 

accept Him as personal Saviour, 

then He will come into his heart, 

bringing peace and taking away 

ÈÕàɯÉÜÙËÌÕÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Those words hit Kim Phuc hard. 

Ɂ(ÛɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÛÏÈÛ the pastor 

ÞÈÚɯÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàȮɂɯÚÏÌɯ

ÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȭɯɁ(ɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎɯ

peace. I needed peace. I needed 

somebody to take away my 



burden. Then and there my heart 

was touched, and I accepted the 

Lord Jesus Christ as my personal 

2ÈÝÐÖÜÙȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯËÈàɯ(ɯÚÛopped praying to 

many gods and I just prayed only 

to the Lord. I also had to learn the 

difficult lesson on forgiving 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɂ 

When she read Luke chapter 6, 

verses 27-28 , she cried out to God. 

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌȮɯ+ÖÙËȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯ

am human. I suffered so much 

with my scar, my pain and I 

became a victim from one thing to 

another. How can I love my 

enemies? How can I forgive them? 

God, you have the power, but for 

ÔÌɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌȮɂɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÙɯ×ÓÌÈȭ 

Ɂ3ÏÌÕɯ&ÖËɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌȮɂɯ

she recalls. 

She says she had a vision in which 

her heart was like a black coffee 

cup. It was a cup full of bitterness, 

anger and hatred. The cup needed 

to be emptied every day through 

&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯÓÖÝÌȭ 

Ɂ$ÈÊÏɯÛÐÔÌɯ(ɯÌÔ×ÛÐÌËɯÔàɯÊÜ×Ȯɯ'Ìɯ

filled it with his joy and 

ÊÖÔ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÚÈàÚȭ 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÔÖÙe I pray for my enemies 

the more forgiving I become. 

3ÏÈÕÒɯ&ÖËɯÍÖÙɯ'ÐÚɯÔÌÙÊàȭɂɯ 

Mrs. Phan Thi never looked back. 

She was sent by the Vietnamese 

Government to Cuba, where she 

studied Spanish. 

There she married fellow 

Vietnamese Bui Huy Tuan and on 

their way  back to Cuba after 

honeymooning in Moscow, 

Russia, they stopped in Labrador, 

Canada, where they were granted 

asylum. 

The couple, who have sons, 

Thomas, 14 and Stephen, 11, have 

remained steadfast in her faith and 

are active in her local church in 

Ontario,  Canada. 

2ÏÌɯÐÚɯ4-$2".ɀÚɯ&ÖÖËÞÐÓÓɯ

ambassador and heads the Kim 

Foundation helping child victims 

of war.  

Ɂ-È×ÈÓÔɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÖÞÌÙÍÜÓȮɯÉÜÛɯ

faith, forgiveness and love are 

much more powerful. We would 

not have war at all if everyone 

could learn how to live with true 

ÓÖÝÌȮɯÏÖ×ÌɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÎÐÝÌÕÌÚÚȮɂɯÚÏÌɯ

says. 

Ɂ(ÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÎÐÙÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌɯÊÈÕɯ

ËÖɯÐÛȮɯÈÚÒɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍȯɯ"ÈÕɯàÖÜȳɂ 

 

*Courtesy of Challenge Weekly 
New Zealand -. 
http://www.challengenews.org/
vietnam-victim-forgives 

Copyright 2003-2012 Challenge 
Literature Fellowship. Refer to 
http://www.challengenews.org 
for copyright information . 

***********  

For photos and information from 
other sources, click the following 
links: 

http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/h
eadlines/2012/06/the -historic-
napalm-girl -pulitzer -image-
marks-its-40th-anniversary/  

and 

http://www.nypost.com/p/new
s/international/viet_napalm_girl
_has_peace_6WH3MquaHwCd2Jr
8RBNpAJ#ixzz1yRIiobIH 

Ȱ&ÏÒ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ 

 ) ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ 

Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÏÏÄ  

and not for disaster,  

ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÏÐÅȢȱ  

ɂJeremiah 29:11  
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  A Key to 

A Happy Christian Marriage  
Both Experience and Scientific Studies Demonstrate that Couples  

Who Practice Equality in Marriage Are the Happiest 

By Eddie L. Hyatt 

 
While speaking at a large 

conference several years ago, the 

young man appointed to host me 

told me how the traditional 

teaching on marriage almost 

destroyed both his business and 

his marriage. He and his wife had 

a successful business in which 

they provided personalized 

memorabilia to churches and 

events throughout North America. 

He explained that, since his wife 

had a university degree in 

accounting and was a CPA, she 

ran the office, while he did sales 

and public relations. They both 

enjoyed their roles and the 

business flourished. 

Then, one day, church leadership 

told them that  they were out of 

ɁËÐÝÐÕÌɯÖÙËÌÙɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈÙÙÐÈÎÌɯ

because of the role that each was 

performing. The pastor explained 

that whoever controls the money 

controls the relationship and 

because his wife managed the 

office and bookkeeping, she was in 

control of the relationship. 

According to the pastor, this was 

wrong because the man was to be 

ÛÏÌɯÙÜÓÐÕÎɯɁÏÌÈËɂɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÔÌȮɯÈÕËɯ

he could not do this if he was not 

the one controlling the finances. 

Wanting to comply and be in 

ɁËÐÝÐÕÌɯÖÙËÌÙȮɂɯÛÏÌàɯÚÞÐÛÊÏÌËɯÑÖÉÚȭɯ

The husband took charge of the 

office and accounting and the wife 

began doing sales and public 

relations. Both hated their new 

ÑÖÉÚɯȹÐÕÛÖɯÞÏÐÊÏɯɁËÐÝÐÕÌɯÖÙËÌÙɂɯ

had forced them), but they did 

their best to make it work. 

Nevertheless, in spite of their best 

efforts, their business went into 

serious decline and their marriage 

suffered. The young man said, 

Ɂ6ÌɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÞÌÕÛɯÉÈÕÒÙÜ×Ûȭɯ6Ìɯ

had to go back to doing it the way 

ÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȭɂ 

The ñTraditional,ò 

Hierarchical Model  

Does Not Work. 

When I heard this story, I t hought, 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯËÜÔÉɯÊÈÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯ

ÉÌɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÖÙÛɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÕÚÌÓȳɂɯ

The advice given the young couple 

was neither Biblical nor sensible. It 

did not take into account their 

God-given personalities, natural 

talents, skills, training, or personal 

desires. Instead, it sought to 

ÚØÜÌÌáÌɯÛÏÌÔɯÐÕÛÖɯÈɯɁÖÕÌ-size-fits-

ÈÓÓɂɯËÖÊÛÙÐÕÈÓɯstrait jacket. It put 

unnecessary stress on their 

marriage relationship and almost 

caused them to lose their business. 

Since then, I have often wondered 

how many couples have been 

betrayed, hampered, and stifled by 

such teaching and how many 

marriages have actually been 

destroyed by this sort of 

traditional teaching. The evidence 

indicates that the situation is 

serious. In spite of all the time and 

resources that evangelicals have 

poured into seminars, retreats, 

books, manuals, and DVDs on 

marriage, about one-third of all 

born-again, evangelical Christians 

have been through the agony of 

divorce. Since this is virtually the 

same as the national average, it 

raises questions. Why has all this 

teaching not had a positive 

impact? Is the teaching itself part 

of the problem? And how many 

Christian men and women are 

remaining in unhappy marriage 

relationships because of the 

children, because of the shame 

associated with divorce, or for any 

other number of reasons? It does 

reveal the fact that many Christian 

marriages are unhappy and in 

need of help. 

I am convinced that the traditional 

teaching on marriage that 

squeezes each partner into a 

gender-determined role is a major 

cause of so many painful Christian 

marriages. For example, the 

couple that I mentioned was doing 

their best to comply with their 



ÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ

marriage. They quickly 

discovered, however, that if they 

wanted to keep their business 

afloat and their marriage ali ve, 

that they would have to move 

from the gender-determined roles 

imposed on them by the church to 

Spirit -led functions that facilitated 

their gifts, training, and 

personalities.  

Studies Demonstrate that 

Marriages that Practice 

Equality Are the 

Happiest. 

The model in which two equal 

partners function in marriage 

according to their gifts and 

callings rather than according 

gender-determined roles is, in fact, 

Biblical. It is confirmed by the 

creation account in Genesis, by 

Jesus, and by Paul (when he is 

accurately interpreted according 

to his original intent). This model 

of marriage is now being 

confirmed by empirical studies 

showing that couples who 

function in a Spirit -led marriage 

are happier and less likely to 

divorce than  those who are trying 

to live within the traditional 

model. These studies show what 

Scripture has been telling us all 

along: equality and mutual 

partnership in marriage works.  

Examples of such studies were 

highlighted in a paper presented 

by Dennis J. Preato at the 2003 

meeting of the Evangelical 

Theological Society (Preato, 

www.godswordtowomen.org/stu

dies/articles/Preato3.htm). These 

studies affirm that the best model 

for a happy marriage is one in 

which there is equality and in 

which roles are based, not on 

gender, but on gifts and callings. 

Study Shows that Equal 

Partnership Is Good  

For Marriage. 
Drs. Alan Booth and Paul Amato, 

sociologists and demographers at 

Penn State University, did a 

twenty -year study that 

demonstrated that egalitarian 

marriages tend to be happier than 

traditional, hierarchical ones. They 

studied two thousand couples 

over a twenty -year period. These 

couples were contacted and 

interviewed six times each year 

during that period. At the end of 

the twenty -year period, they 

interviewed an entirely new group 

of more than two thousand 

couples so that they could see, not 

only how their study group had 

changed, but how the society had 

changed. Regarding the results of 

their study, Dr. Amato wrote,  

Equality is good for a marriage. 

It's good for both husbands and 

wives. If the wife goes from a 

patriarchal marriage to an 

egalitarian one, she'll be much 

happier, much less likely t o 

look for a way out. And in the 

long run, the husbands are 

happier too (Praeto). 

Another Study Shows 

That Equal Partnership 

Tends to Produce 

Happiness. 
Dr. David Olson of the University 

of Minnesota compiled a national 

survey of marriages based on 

21,501 couples that were 

interviewed for the study. Couples 

were asked to complete thirty 

background questions and 165 

specific questions related to 

twenty significant marital issues. 

Published in 2000, this survey is 

one of the largest, most 

comprehensive studies of marital 

strengths and stumbling blocks 

ever produced. 

The study found that 82% of the 

couples who functioned in 

egalitarian marriages were happy. 

In contrast, the study found that 

only 18% of the couples that 

funct ioned in traditional, 

hierarchical marriages were 

happy. Happiness, in turn, 

determined the level of intimacy 

in the marriage. For example, only 

27% of the unhappy couples felt 

close to each other, while 97% of 

the happy couples felt close to one 

another. The study found that the 

inability to share leadership 

equally was the major stumbling 

block to a happy marriage.  

And Hierarchical 

Relationships 

in Marriage Tend to Be 

Destructive. 

In her book, Family Ministry: A 

Comprehensive Guide, Dr. Diana R. 

Garland, Director of the Center for 

Family and Community Ministries 

at Baylor University, says that 

http://www.godswordtowomen.org/studies/articles/Preato3.htm
http://www.godswordtowomen.org/studies/articles/Preato3.htm


research conducted in the mid-

twentieth century has revealed the 

following:  

Wives, in traditional marriages, 

suffered significantly more 

depression and other mental 

disorders than men, working 

married women and unmarried 

women (Bernard, 1982). In 

traditio nal marriages, wives 

had been beaten at "a rate of 

more than 300 percent higher 

than for egalitarian marriages 

(Straus, Gelles and Steinmetz, 

1980)." Violence is more likely 

to occur in homes where the 

husband has all the power and 

makes all the decisions 

(Praetor). 

The Evidence Is 

Compelling. 
These studies coincide with the 

surveys done by Christian 

sociologist, George Barna 

(http://www.barna.org/). His 

surveys indicate that evangelical 

Christian marriages are in trouble. 

They indicate that the hierarchical 

model of marriage taught by most 

evangelicals is a major part of the 

problem. Preato, who has done a 

vast amount of research in this 

area, sums up his investigation by 

saying,  

These research studies 

accomplish the following: First, 

they effectively discredit any 

ÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓÐÚÛÚɀɯÕÖÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯ

dismantling hierarchy 

destabilizes marriage and that 

the root problem i n marriage is 

the unwillingness of each 

spouse to accept the role for 

which he or she was designed. 

Second, they prove that 

hierarchy actually destabilizes 

and harms marriages. Third, 

they provide objective data that 

egalitarian marriages produce 

the healthiest, happiest, most 

intimate, and stable of all 

marriage relationships with th e 

least amount of spousal abuse 

(Praeto). 

Conclusion 
I am convinced that marriage 

based on equal partnership is both 

the Biblical and common sense 

approach. It is the only approach 

that requires such Christian 

virtues as service and humility in 

both partners. It is the only 

approach that allows the 

nurturing and flowering of the 

gifts and abilities in both the man 

and the woman. It is the only 

approach that facilitates the 

synergism and multiplication of 

power Jesus promised in Matthew 

18:19 when any two on earth will 

agree. 

Ɂ ÎÙÌÌɂɯÐÕɯthis passage is a 

translation of the Greek word 

sumphonesosin from which we get 

ɁÚàÔ×ÏÖÕàȭɂɯ ɯÚàÔ×ÏÖÕàɯ

orchestra is made up of different 

musical instruments with different 

sounds. But when they all play the 

same melody in the same key, 

something beautiful comes forth. 

Jesus said that if any two of His 

followers would make a 

symphony about anything, it 

would be done.  

Christian marriage is the place, 

more than any other, where such a 

symphony should be occurring. 

But such a symphony can only 

occur when there is equality and 

partnership in the marriage 

relationship. I am convinced that 

as couples today embrace the 

Biblical model of equality and 

teamwork in marriage, they will 

make such a symphony and 

discover the key to a Happy 

Christian Marriage. 

 
Suggested Reading for Marriage 

 The Laws of Teamwork

by John C. Maxwell 

ώ9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Paraphrase] 

1. Personal Significance 

2. Seeing the Big Picture 

3. Finding Your Niche 

4. Climbing Your Mount Everest 

5. Strengths/Weaknesses 

6. /ÕÒ ,ÉÆÅȭÓ Catalysts 

7. Personal Vision 

8. Dealing with Attitudes 

9. Being Able to Count on One 

Another 

10. Paying the Price 

11. Making Adjustments 

12. 9ÏÕÒ $ÅÐÔÈ ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 4ÅÁÍ 

13. Shared Values 

14. Communication 

15. Breaking Through 

16. Maintaining High Moral 

17. Investing in Each Other 

 Good to Great

by Jim Collins 

In Good to Great, consider the 

ȰHedgehog Principleȱ (pp. 118-119). 

This principle can help sharpen our 

self-understanding and thereby help us 

make the best life choices based the 

gifts and talents God has given us. 

1. What are you deeply 

passionate about?  

2. What drives your economic 

engine? 

3. What can you be the best in 

the world at?  

Where the 3 circles intersect, you will 

probably find your greatest strength. 

7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌȟ ×Å 

experience His PEACE and this 

enhances any relationship. 
 



What about Gender Roles? 

An Important Report by a Friend of Godôs Word to Women 

The author earned a B.S.in Economics, an M.S., and a Ph.D. in a technology field, 
taught full-time, and conducted research at various Universities for over 20 years. In 
addition, the author earned an accredited M.Div., is an ordained minister in a major 
denomination, and has served in congregations and other ministries in the 
Southwest and Northwest of the U.S. 

 

Recently, a local city-wide evangelical group sent out 

an email announcing an upcoming simulcast that 

×ÙÖÔÐÚÌÚɯÛÖɯɁÜÕ×ÈÊÒɯÞÏÈÛɯÉÐÉÓÐcal manhood looks 

ÓÐÒÌȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯ

of several who claim that the decline in morals in our 

culture has been caused by a failure of men and 

ÞÖÔÌÕɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÉÐÉÓÐÊÈÓɂɯÙÖÓÌÚȭɯ(ɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàɯ

spoke with a small group of  leaders and members of 

our local evangelical group and asked them to be 

prayerful, discerning and cautious with these ideas. I 

reminded my colleagues that role playing distracts 

men and women from fulfilling their God -ordained 

purposes for their lives. Furthermore, in some 

instances, this training has been the cause of marital 

conflict, confusion, and even divorce. I reminded my 

colleagues that role playing distracts men and 

women from fulfilling their God -ordained purposes 

for their lives. Furthermore, in  some instances, this 

training has been the cause of marital conflict, 

confusion, and even divorce. 

I reminded my colleagues that role playing 

distracts men and women from fulfilling their 

God-ordained purposes for their lives. 

Furthermore, in some instances, this training 

has been the cause of marital conflict, 

confusion, and even divorce. 

The following paragraphs reflect  

my part of the discussion.  

+ÌÛɀÚɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÏÌÙÌȭɯɯ(Íɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌËɯÛÖɯ

Ú×ÌÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯÙÖÓÌÚȮɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

Jesus have described what these roles are to 

be?  But we are not called to play roles; we 

are called to love one another.  Clearly men 

and women have natural difference s.  God 

matches husbands and wives and gives 

them specific gifts and talents so that, 

together, they can more effectively follow 

Him.  Just as every individual is uniquely 

created by God, every marriage 

relationship is unique. The way my 

husband and I relate to each other differs 

from the way any other couple will 

relate. This is how God designed it.  

,ÜÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ×ÙÖ×ÌÙɯÙÖÓÌÚɯÖÍɯ

ÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÞÖÔÌÕɂɯÐÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

local congregations. When a teaching like 

this comes into a congregation, couples in 

leadership are encouraged to be among the 

first to participate.  Christian couples who 

have been relating to each other based on 

their God-given talents and individual 

ÚÛÙÌÕÎÛÏÚɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯɁÙÖÓÌÚɂɯ

they are being taught. I have heard 

firsthand from ministers, elders, and other 

church leaders about problems that have 

arisen in marriages when the couple 

ÚÜÉÚÛÐÛÜÛÌËɯÓÌÎÈÓÐÚÛÐÊɯɁÙÖÓÌɂɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ

their formerly Spirit -led relationship. 

Honest communication is suppressed as 

couples begin to act and react as they are 

taught. Couples have been told that men 

ÞÏÖɯËÖÕɀÛɯÉÜàɯÐÕÛÖɯÐÛɯÈÙÌɯɁÞÐÔ×ÚɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÞÖÔÌÕɯÞÏÖɯËÐÚÈÎÙÌÌɯÈÙÌɯɁÙÌÉÌÓÓÐÖÜÚɯ

)ÌáÌÉÌÓÚȭɂɯɯ 

3ÙÜÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÈÕËɯɁÙÖÓÌɂɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯËÖÕɀÛɯ



mix!  Couples should live and love and 

relate to each other as Jesus Christ tells 

them to, through His Holy Spirit. They 

should be honest, open, and REAL with 

each other.  Decisions such as who should 

handle the money, who works, who stays 

home, etc. should be handled with prayer 

and spiritual discernment by th e COUPLE 

themselves, with both husband and wife 

putting the interests and welfare of the 

other ahead of their own, as Scripture 

instructs.   

3ÏÌɯɁÙÖÓÌɂɯÛÙÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ɁÏÌÈËÚÏÐ×ɂɯÈÕËɯɁÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɂɯÛÏÈÛɯseem to 

ÉÌɯɁÉÐÉÓÐÊÈÓɂɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÈÙÌɯ

quoted out of context to support their ideas.  

However, their interpretation  of these 

terms CANNOT be found in the Bible.  The 

Bible does not tell us who should write the 

checks, who should mow the lawn, or who 

should load the dishwasher.  For the most 

part events recorded in the Bible reflect the 

culture in the time and place that they 

occurred. But there are many exceptions.  

Jacob cooked.  Deborah led a nation. The 

good wife of Proverbs 31 invested in land , 

made goods to sell for profit, and took care 

of the family to make it possible for her 

husband to serve as a judge at the gate. 

Lydia of Philippi was a wealthy business 

woman who supported Paul and his 

companions while they ministered in her 

city. And th ere are many more examples 

that could be given. The roles being taught 

by these groups are clearly cultural  (their 

own cultural preferences) not Biblical.   

Toward the end of the discussion, one of the pastors 

mentioned Mark Driscoll of the Mars Hill 

megachurch. He said Driscoll had announced 

publicly that any man in his congregation who was 

not the sole breadwinner of his family would be 

subject to church discipline. I didn't think of it until I 

got home, but I wish I had said something like, "It 

doesn't surprise me that men who let women 

support them are punished. I know of some men 

who were supported by women who were even 

crucified."  

 

On July 5 th, nine of us gathered at the Holiday Inn 

Express in Grapevine, T X, from 10:30 am �. 2 pm. It 

was an impromptu gathering of friends  who share a 

�œ�™�Ž�Œ�’�Š�•�1�’�—�•�Ž�›�Ž�œ�•�1�’�—�1�	�˜�•���œ�1���˜�›�•�1�•�˜�1���˜�–�Ž�—�ï 

My part was made easy, as it was obvious from the 

� �˜�›�•�1���	����  that the Lord was orchestrating every 

detail . Each of us had felt a leading of the Holy 

Spirit to be there �/ and on very short notice!  

In a roundtable discussion , we got to know one 

another and the common concerns about women 

that are on each p�Ž�›�œ�˜�—���œ�1�‘�Ž�Š�›�•�ï�1���Ž�•�•�˜� �œ�‘�’�™�1�•�˜�›�1
strength is a big concern. Getting the Biblical Truth 

out is another . 
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asked that we consider the paradigm that G od has 

given me for my life and leadership  assignments. 

The Paradigm God Has Given Me for Life & Leadership 

GODôS WAY      OUR HUMAN WAY 

First, Stay in Godôs Peace   First, Get a Plan & Cast a Vision 

Then, Reach out to People   Then, Generate Provision 

Then, Godôs Provision Flows   Find/Use People to Fill Jobs 

And His Plan Unfolds    There Is Little or No Peace 

I believe we  left with a more informed desire to 

understand our unique part in �	�˜�•���œ�1���’�•�1���•�Š�—�ï�1And 

I would share that challenge with you! What is 
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